THE RIVER OF GOD
Bible Reading:

“There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy place where the most High dwells.” Psalm 46:4

The river of living water
Water is essential for life on earth. Without water no one would survive.  In the past people used to build their habitations near streams of water.  In the Bible the river of living water flowing from God’s throne symbolizes the life-giving presence and power of the Holy Spirit of God.  It’s a continual flow of God’s grace, power and glory in the midst of God’s people.  Spiritual life is impossible without the presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives.  Nothing on earth can be compared to the joy, spiritual freshness and intense communion with God that only the Holy Spirit can bring in our lives, when the river of living water flows in our heart, the glory of God surrounds us and fills our hearts.  The result is a glorious adoration, praises and worship with hands raised towards the throne of God.  Nothing, absolutely nothing on earth is more important than that for God’s people.

Ezekiel’s vision 
In the chapter 47 of his books the prophet Ezekiel relates one of his most wonderful visions.  He saw a river flowing from the temple: “The man brought me back to the entrance of the temple, and I saw water coming out from under the threshold of the temple toward the east (for the temple faced east).  The water was coming down from under the south side of the temple, south of the altar.  He then brought me out through the north gate and led me around the outside to the outer gate facing east, and the water was flowing from the south side.  As the man went eastward with a measuring line in his hand, he measured off a thousand cubits and then led me through water that was ankle-deep.  He measured off another thousand and led me through water that was up to the waist.  He measured off another thousand, but now it was a river that I could not cross, because the water had risen and was deep enough to swim in – a river that no one could cross.  He asked me, “son of man, do you see this?”  Then he led me back to the bank of the river.  When I arrived there, I saw a great number of trees on each side of the river.  He said to me, “This water flows toward the eastern region and goes down into the Arabah, where it enters the sea.  When it empties into the sea, the water becomes fresh.  Swarms of living creatures will live wherever the river flows.  There will be large numbers of fish, because this water flows there and makes the salt water fresh; so where the river flows everything will live.”  (Ezekiel 47:1-9)

It’s the will of God that his river of life-giving water flows among all his people throughout the world.  One striking point in this vision is the progression of Ezekiel through to water.  First the water was ankle-deep.  He continued to walk and the water rose and was knee-deep.  He could still feel the bottom of the river as he walked.  As he continued to walk, the river became up his waist and he could still feel the bed of the river.  After that is was a deep, very deep river that he could not cross and he had to swim and let the water carry him.  

Are you progressing in your relationship with the Holy Spirit?  Remember it’s a question of relationship.  The Holy Spirit is a real person.  We must relate to him as we relate to a person.  He is God.  The glory of God manifested.
Jesus is the way

Jesus said to the Samaritan woman- in John 4:13-14: “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst.  Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”

In John 7:37-39 Jesus speaks again of the streams of living water: “On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, “If anyone is thirsty, led him come to me and drink.  Whoever believes in me, as the scripture has said.  Streams of living water will flow from within him.” By this he meant the spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive.  Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified.”

Do you want the streams of living water to flow into your life? Do you want to be a blessed instrument in the hands of God?  Then you will have to surrender your life totally to the Lordship of Jesus.  Remember the Holy Spirit always comes to glorify Jesus-Christ: “But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth.  He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come.  He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it known to you.  All that belongs to the Father is mine.  That is why I said the Spirit will take from what is mine and make it known to you.” (John 16: 13-15)
An Essential Condition
To receive the water of life, you should be thirsty.  The thirst should be so intense that nothing else would be able to satisfy your desire.  If you are thirsty to the point that it occupies your thoughts day and night, the Lord will come to you and give you the living water which will become in you a spring of water welling up to eternal life.  In Isaiah 55:1 God calls all who thirst to come to the waters; “Come all you who are thirsty, come to the waters.”

The river of life in the new Jerusalem
“Then the angel showed me the river of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb down the middle of the great street of the city.    On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month.  And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations.  No longer will there be any curse.  The throne of God and of the lamb will be in city, and his servants will serve him.  They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads.  There will be no more night.  They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the lord God will give them light.  And they will reign for ever and ever.” (Revelation 22:1-5)
This is the heritage of God’s people, of each and every child of God every where in the world, of every church. It’s free; it’s for you right now. Your life will never be the same.
Let us pray together: 

O God! I adore and worship you. 

I am thirsty for more of you. 

Give me your living water to quench my thirst.
And, according to your promise, 

Let streams of living water flow 

From my inner most being.

Help me to live a sanctified life.
Clothe me and fill me with your glory.

I desperately need the anointing

Of your Holy-Spirit.

To serve you in a better way.

I want to hear your voice.

Help me to keep silence

In your presence

To hear to the voice of Jesus.

Bring a revival among your people.

For your glory.
In Jesus name 

Amen1

