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Please send any articles , stories and reports to :  Michal Piasecki c/o AAI   P.O.Box 30 263 Lusaka , ZAMBIA

Welcome New Servas Hosts

We are pleased to welcome 2 new Servas hosts in Lusaka.  Stanley KABANGWE and Brian SOKONI were interviewed by the National Secretary and accepted as new members of Lusaka based hosts.

Say bye to Servas hosts         

We have received the information that  Mr and Mrs  Wonseys missionaries from Livingstone have left the country. 

Mr Mwanamwambwa lawyer from Livingstone has been promoted and works in Lusaka as a Judge. 

Timothy Whitehead has been offered a job as computer specialist in South Africa and decided to accept it. His wife Alice with their son has joined him to experience new life in SA.
New Servas International News  No 45

We have received copies of the Servas International News No 45, which we distribute to all our members together with our local Newsletter. The SI News editor requested our members in Africa to contribute to the new 2004 edition of the magazine. Therefore we request you to write your knowledge  regarding  Servas and its objectives. Stories about the travelers you hosted or your experience while traveling as a traveler.  

Appointment of Anglophone Africa Area Co-coordinator. 

We are pleased to inform you that our former National Secretary Denys Whitehead has been appointed by the Servas International an Anglophone Area Africa Coordinator. His role is to coordinate the work of all the English-speaking countries in order to improve and speed up communication and sharing the experience. The new Area Coordinator for Francophone countries is Mourad El Kaddiri from Marocco. The request of Anglophone AC was for the people to reply to e-mails. So answer e-mails.      

Southern Africa Servas Conference 2003  

The Southern Africa Servas Conference 2003 has been held in Blantyre in Malawi. The conference has been attended by Botswana, Zimbabwe, South Africa, Zambia and host country Malawi. The Conference has been organized by Anglophone Africa Area Coordinator Denys Whitehead from Zambia ( he was accompanied by his wife Margaret).

We are grateful to our Malawian hosts to organize the Conference and to share their ideas with us. There is a Southern Africa Newsletter being prepared following our successful meeting. Due to low number of travelers visiting our countries we have encouraged our Servas members to visit hosts  in neighbouring countries in order to experience being a traveler and to enjoy their hospitality.   

2004 Servas Host List

We are in a process of preparing a new updated Servas Zambia Host List for the year 2004. We would like you to send us all the information necessary to ensure that travelers coming to our country are able to communicate with you easily. Any change to your residential address indicating how to get there , telephone number ( cell phone number if any ), new children, new interests, hobbies.  You should also indicate the number of travelers you can host at the same time. 

Servas Zambia 2003  Report 

In order to prepare an accurate Servas Zambia Report, we request you to send us    ( to Michal Piasecki, c/o AAI , P.O.Box 30263, LUSAKA ) information regarding the number of travellers you hosted and from what countries. It is compulsory for a Servas traveller to carry an Introduction Letter  from his home country Servas Organization. This letter must be current, indicating the period of the trip and  proposed countries which he / she intends to visit. The Introduction Letter should have current SI stamp ( unless the trip started in December and extended to the new year )   

Servas International Conference 2004

The Servas International  Conference 2004 will take place in Spain at La Conreria, Tiana, 15 km out of Barcelona from 18 to 25 July. All member countries are invited to participate in the conference. The main source of Servas International funding comes from Servas travellers SI stamp fees.The biggest contributors are : Canada, USA, Germany ,UK, Australia, Japan and other European Countries. African Countries don’t have many outgoing travelers therefore ( SI allocates Zambia  Five (5) SI stamps each year and usually are returned back unused ) we are unable to contribute financially to Servas International. We are requesting SI to fund (partially or totally) delegates from developing countries since Africa receives number of travelers from Western Countries and is an important participant in World Peace Building. There will be an opportunity for the Servas African Countries to introduce themselves to other members and tell about the problems  they  face every day in bringing the peace. Every International Conference is a chance to discuss present and future of our organization and to vote for the new EXCO.       

How to increase number of travellers  

This year  has been very poor in receiving foreign travelers. It is for us to start advertising Zambia as safe and friendly country, which will receive travelers with open arms, give them an opportunity to learn about Zambians, peace loving people, their culture and to discuss matters regarding Servas. In recent years Zambia has emerged as an interesting destination for tourists from around the world. Now they have to taste Zambian hospitality.  Maybe we should share hosts when they come to Zambia ? A braai or a dinner ? 

How to increase number of hosts in Zambia   

From this Newsletter you learned that the number of hosts has decreased, especially in Livingstone. Now we have the opportunity to show our initiative to encourage young and old people to become hosts in Zambia. Servas is about meeting people as a traveler or in your home as a host. Share some ideas with us.

Web site                                                 

The web site has been introduced on the Internet for those interested in current Servas International activities and affairs. The web site is  found on :                                      ( http://www.servas.org ). 

We thank Guido Bienhaus of Germany for his initiative. 

You can also contribute to the discussion about Servas and your experience as host or traveller.

Bernardette and Anthony’s holiday Report

We have received Bernardette and Anthony’s Report, a Servas Australian couple, who have recently travelled across Southern Africa. They have visited Malawi, Zambia, South Africa, Tanzania and Uganda. Their report is an interesting and very detailed encounter of events, meetings, experience which happened during their journey. Some of our member have the opportunity to host them in their homes and are included in the report  I have met them briefly during their stay in Lusaka. They tried to communicate with Servas hosts as a priority. They had some problems in communicating with the hosts especially when the address or phone number has been recently changed. This teaches us that we have to update our Host List quite often. Don’t forget to contact us when you change your residential address.  
Reply to e-mails 

Host has the responsibility to reply to e-mails from prospective travelers. It is an annoying thing to write and not to receive a response. It is important for the traveler to receive an yes or no answer , so he can plan his/her stay it the country. 

Servas Zambia Meeting

We would like to organize a meeting for our members, which will bring us together. There will be a chance to meet each other, exchange ideas and spend interesting time. We are awaiting your proposals. 

For non-members

If you want to know more about Servas log on to www.servas.org . You will find interesting information about this organization. 
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